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Deliberate Living 

So youôve read it over and over 
again, and suddenly it just jumps 
off the page at you, grabs your 
consciousness and speaks so 
clearly to you that you wonder how 
you ever didnôt see that before. 
That happened to me this morning. 
Iôve read through the Bible many 
times, and read 1 Corinthians 9 
many times. But today the passage 
at the end of the chapter hit me 
right between the eyes. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 ñDo 
you not know that in a race 
all the runners run, but only 
one gets the prize? Run in 
such a way as to get the 
prize. Everyone who 
competes in the games goes 
into strict training. They do it 
to get a crown that will not 
last; but we do it to get a 
crown that will last forever. 
Therefore I do not run like a 
man running aimlessly; I do 
not fight like a man beating 
the air. No, I beat my body 
and make it my slave so that 
after I have preached to 
others, I myself will not be 
disqualified for the prize.ò 

 

In this chapter Paul is defending 
his ministry. Some in the church of 
Corinth were resisting him. Yet he 
is an apostle, and especially their 
apostle. It was his ministry that 
brought the Corinthian church into 
existence. He led many of them to 
Christ. He acknowledged that this 
position resulted in certain órightsô 
of an apostle, but he refused to 
take advantage of those rights. He 
willingly submitted himself to 

others, doing whatever was 
necessary to see the salvation of 
as many possible. He stated in 
verses 22 and 23, ñTo the weak I 
became weak, to win the weak. I 
have become all things to all men 
so that by all possible means I 
might save some. I do all this for 
the sake of the gospel, that I may 
share in its blessings.ò 

The point of verses 24-27, then, is 
that Paul deliberately chose this 
style of ministry. It didnôt just 
óhappenô. He consciously chose to 
discipline himself, focusing his life 
and ministry in submission to all so 
that ñby all possible means I might 
save someò.  

I think that, in the past, I must have 
separated this passage from itôs 
context. But for some reason, 
today, the Holy Spirit pointed it out 
to me in a fresh way. Maybe it is 
the result of thinking about the 
ñPearl of great valueò, the wonder 
of our salvation and the privilege 
we have in spreading that good 
news. The emphasis that I see now 
is the value of personal discipline 
so that we can be the most 
effective in ministering the gospel 
to others. We ought to evaluate 
everything in our lives. How do my 
daily choices affect the salvation of 
those the Lord has sent me to? It is 
not just the big issues that are 
critical, but maybe even more so 
the little things of life. What do I 
choose to think about? Do I 
discipline myself to get adequate 
exercise, adequate rest, and 
proper nourishment? Am I 
consistent in the intake of the Word 
of God? Do I spend quality time 
with the Lord in prayer? Am I 
disciplining my thought life so that I 
am in tune with the Lord at all 
times? 

ñThe little foxes spoil the vines.ò  
2 Song of Solomon 2:15b The little 
issues set the course of my life. 

Personal discipline in all areas is a 
core issue. How are you doing with 
it? 
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ñTo the weak I became 
weak, to win the weak. 
I have become all 
things to all men so 
that by all possible 
means I might save 
some. I do all this for 
the sake of the gospel, 
that I may share in its 
blessings.ò   

 
I Corinthians 9:22-23 
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Church Family News 
Wedding Congratulations to Gabe 
and Sarah (Black) Webb who were 
married on October 3. 
 

Our sympathy to the family of Jim 
Englert. Jim died from a heart attack 
on September 23 at his home in 
Tennessee. Please pray for his 
family. 
 

 
 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE  
8:15am Informal Worship Service     9:30 am Sunday School for all ages 

10:20 am Fellowship Time        10:45 am Main Worship Service 
Childcare for 0-3 during Main Worship Service, Storytime for ages 4-K during sermon of Main Worship Service 

Sunday School: Infant Nursery, Age-divided classes up through 6
th
 Grade ï meet in CE North 

Junior High &  High School meet in the Youth Room, then divide for classes  

November electives are ñGenesisò, ñPathwaysò (missions), and Prayer Time 

December ï February electives will be ñGenesisò, ñHow to Study the Bibleò and Prayer Time 

 

Holiday Baskets 
Thanksgiving is just around the corner! Once 
again, we would like to provide a 
Thanksgiving basket for those in need in our 
church and area. We also help with the 
community Christmas baskets through the 
Ministerial Assoc. Non-perishable foods 
(canned fruit, vegetables, cranberry sauce, 
etc.)  may be brought to the church at any 
time. If you would like to donate perishable 
foods (turkeys, hams, pies, rolls, etc.), please 
bring the Sunday before Thanksgiving. If you 
would like to make a monetary donation, 
mark it ñHoliday Food Basketsò. May God 
bless you! 

 

Christmas Spectacular III 

November 17, 18, 19, 21 
Enjoy a very special night of beautiful 

Christmas music arranged by Michael 

Hendryx and presented by a 30 piece 

orchestra, soloists and vocal ensemble in a 

dessert theater setting at GCBC. There is 

limited seating, call 436-2529 to make 

your reservation. 

 

Tickets $18 each. 

Fundraiser for Kidder Creek Camps 

Singles Service Day 
 November 14, 10:00 am �± 4:00 pm 

at the Hospice Thrift Store 

209 W. Miner St. in Yreka 
Come anytime and volunteer to work a 2 hour 

shift. It is much appreciated! 

 

Nursery Silent Auction Over $1200 
was raised for our new nursery 
equipment to add to the amount already 
raised. We now have enough! The play 
equipment is on order. Ground cover, 
extended fencing and a cover over the 
structure are also in the plans. Thank 
you to all who helped! 
 

Celebrate Recovery ï every Monday 
night at 6:30 pm. This is for those 
desiring to overcome ANY hurts, habits, 
or hang-ups you may have in your life. 
You may join this group at any time. 
 

Building Remodel Report 
For those of you who are interested, we 
created an information sheet on what the 
remodel cost. You may pick up a copy in 
our church foyer or call the office.  

 

 

Church Finances 
As of September, 2009, the giving is at 91% of our 

proposed church budget, ytd.  So far, all expenses 

are paid!  Please continue to pray and give as the 

Lord leads! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excerpts from  
The Thanksgiving Proclamation 

by President Abraham Lincoln 
October 3, 1863 
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close, has been filled with the 
blessings of fruitful fields and 
healthful skies. To these bounties, 
which are so constantly enjoyed that 
we are prone to forget the source 
from which they come, others have 
been added, which are of so 
extraordinary a nature, that they 
cannot fail to penetrate and soften 
even the heart which is habitually 
insensible to the ever watchful 
providence of Almighty God. 

 I do therefore invite my fellow 
citizens in every part of the United 
States, and also those who are at sea 
and those who are sojourning in 
foreign lands, to set apart and 
observe the last Thursday of 
November next, as a day of 
Thanksgiving and Praise to our 
beneficent Father who dwelleth in 
�š�Z�����,�����À���v�•�X�_ 

Mailing Options for the BANNER 
If you would prefer to receive the BANNER 

via email, please email us at 

office@grenadaberean.org to let us know that! 

If you no longer want to receive the 

BANNER, please let us know that as well. 

Mission News 
Ashcrafts Coming 
Our missionaries to Spain, Glenn and 
Sue Ashcraft will be with us on Nov. 
14-15. To get better acquainted with 
them, you are invited to a potluck 
dinner at 6:00 pm Nov. 14. Please 
bring a dish to share. They will be 
sharing a Missions Moment in the 
service on the 15

th
.  

 

Missionary Christmas Gifts 
At any time during the month of 
November, consider giving a gift to 
send our missionaries a little extra at 
Christmas. Please use an envelope 
and mark it ñMissionary Christmas 
Gifts.ò  This is always a great 
encouragement to those serving 
Christ through missions. 

You are invited to a 
 

Thanksgiving Gathering 
Sunday, November 22 

6:00 pm 
Remember, Share, Give Thanks 

Please bring fingerfoods and/or 
desserts to share.  It will be an informal 
evening around tables in the church 
fellowship hall. Children are welcome! 
Childcare will be available for the little 
ones. 

 
Dec. ï Feb. Adult Sunday School 
Electives: ñGenesisò, ñHow to Study 
the Bibleò, and Prayer Time 


