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An Easter Parable

The letter lay on her desk,
unopened. The handwrit-
ing was so familiar. She
knew without opening it
that there was nothing but
condemnation in it. Why
won'’t he stop writing?
Why the continual re-
minder of her guilt? Every
week a new letter, same
address, same handwrit-
ing, same result. Un-
opened. Unread.

She was guilty. She knew
it. It was all her fault. Her
deed was dastardly. Her
words so harsh. She had
not only broken the law,
but had offended him
deeply. Her action was a
rejection of his love, of his
care, even of his friend-
ship. It was such a deep
wound. Nothing could be
done. You can’t go back.
She knew it was over.

And yet he kept writing.
He wouldn’t let her go.

Maybe she should read it,
just this once. What
would it hurt? Her hand
began to move toward the
unopened envelope,
shakily reaching toward it.
Suddenly she jerked it
back. No. Why go through
it all again. Why remind
herself of her awful crime
and the resulting separa-
tion. Just throw it in the
fire, where the other let-

ters had long-since been
eaten by the flames, un-
opened, unread.

She grabbed the enve-
lope and rushed toward
the fireplace. Almost she
flicked it in. Almost. But
something stopped her.
Once again she thought,
“Why not read it? Just
this once.” She sat down
heavily on the sofa,
holding the letter gin-
gerly between her finger-
tips. The condemnation
was nearly overwhelm-
ing.

Her hands shook, but
she managed to tear off
the end of the envelope.
A single sheet, folded
neatly. That familiar
handwriting. She could-
n’t bear it. But she could-
n’'t resist, either. She
unfolded it, and through
her tears began to read.

“My dear friend. All is
forgiven. | myself have
paid your debt. You
have no more obligation
to the law. Nothing
stands in the way of our
reconciliation. Please
come back.”

That was it. No attacks,
no recrimination. Just a
simple invitation.

All is forgiven? How can
that be. It was impossi-

ble. She owed the law.
She had offended him. If
he treated her the way
she would have treated
him, there would be no
end to the anger.

All is forgiven? How can
he say that? He can't just
make it go away. It must
be a trick. He just wanted
to get her to come back
so that he could really
make her pay. Forgiven!
Right.

“I myself have paid the
debt.” Wait, what did that
mean? Could it be? But
the debt was so massive.
Was it possible that he
really had paid it? Could
it really be?

Tears streaming down
her cheeks, she reached
for the phone.

Pastor John Wetzig

1 John 2:1-2 My dear
children, | write this to
you so that you will not
sin. But if anybody does
sin, we have one who
speaks to the Father in
our defense—Jesus
Christ, the Righteous
One. He is the atoning
sacrifice for our sins,
and not only for ours but
also for the sins of the
whole world.
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Spring Sunday School
Classes

il J o-tangbt by Gregg
Neitsch, meeting in the
Chapel/Library

Al nvestigatingdg
Foundat {taughtsby
Orlyn Culp, meeting in
HeBrews

iThe Fundament
F ai ttaughtby Jack
Darnall in Classroom 2 of

CE South. This is a basic
new believer’s class.

iPrayer -Tdamme 0
together with other
believers to pray! Meets in
the pastor’s office off the
foyer. Bill Turner facilitates
this.

Other Events:

June 1418 VBSOS
0Operation
July 27-3080 Grenada Be-
rean Jr. Camp at Indian
Scotty

Kidder Creek Campsd
call 1-888CAMPFUN

Church Family News

Baby Congratulations
to Jason and Amy Mar-
tin on the birth of their
daughter, Kynslee Beth
on Feb. 25 weighing
6lbs. 60z. Congratula-
tions to grandparents
Greg & Jann Ward as
well!

Our sympathy to the

Short Stuff

Fait hful
Church Finances
As of 2/28/10
Budget 61,345
Gen Offerings 50,427
Adtudl EXdensed's%,204

Our 2010 projected budget is
$368,069 (less than 2009).
This includes our pastoral
staff, office staff, missions,
building expenses, programs
and supplies. Most of the
budget is fixed costs but
some is variable. We strive
to be good stewards of the
resources that God gives us
through His people. Please
be in prayer about this as-
pect of our church!

S PGtRér Events

Wo menos
April 24 ~9 am-11 am,
“Girl Talk” featuring Teri
Schlumpberger talking
about gardening tips and
a devotion from one of our
church women.

April 30 -May 1 Siskiyou
Christian Women'’s Minis-
try conference “Love That
Lasts” with Ellie Lofaro.
The cost is $25 if you reg-
ister by April 1, goes up
after that. Call 598-9078.

family of Pat Devine who
went to be with the Lord
on March 25. Please pray
for her family.

Missionaries of the Month
Ed & Glenna Houston who
serve with InterAct Missions
in Kamloops, BC. Ed does
a lot of traveling and speak-
ing for the mission while
Glenna is very involved in

AWANA NEWS

Year End Club Nights:

April 7—no club

April 14—regular club

April 21—Store Night
(items needed!)

April 28—Grand Finale

ALL CHURCH EVANT
April 7 —1:45-3:45 pm
Roller Skate in Medford,
$6.50 per skater. Sign up
at the church, meet at the
rink and skate to our own
music at this private party.
Bring a friend!

E v e N\isSions Fundraisers

April 25 6 Subs
& Sweets—We
will be making
sub sandwiches
& desserts to
take out or eat

. “Therefore
in!

go and make
May 18 Yard disciples”
Sale—need Matt. 28:19
good used

donations (no adult clothing or
electronics). Bring to the
church AFTER April 25.

developing curriculum for
the Native Bible Centre.
Many people are enrolled in
these classes and are
growing in the Lord. Re-
cently, Ed had a bout with
elevated liver enzymes and
was very sick. Through the
prayers of many, he is well
again. They write, “Thank
you team for kneeling be-
side us - you are a great
encouragement to us!!”

YOUTH NEWS
Acquire the Fire
ENCOUNTER
Sacramento, Apr 16 -17

Thank you for your
support through our
fundraisers for this trip.
Please pray for our
group of 50 youth and
sponsors going
(includes a youth
group from Mac-
doel).Pray that hearts
will be tender to God'’s
message we will re-

Church Yard Workday:
April 11—8:30 -11:00 am
Volunteer help is greatly
appreciated to get our
grounds in shape! Coffee &
donuts provided!

Menods
April 24, 8:30 am in Pastor
Wetzig’s new workshop—
learn how to use classic old
tools-presented by Jack
Darnall—please bring some
potluck fingerfood breakfast
(be creative) to share!

Wor ks hoft
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Easter Services

Good Friday, April 2

7:00 pm Good Friday Service
at the Church
Remember the Lord's Passion ~ Communion

e
Easter Sunday, April 4

7:00 am Sunrise Service at the Warner's
7031 River Ranch Rd., Montague
8:15 am Potluck Breakfast at the church ~
Please bring breakfast type food.

10:00 am Easter Worship Servife,
Followed by a baptism

if you would like to be baptized, please confacPk .4
one of our pastors or call the church officd. "L g\




